Barbuda

“…be are not getting enough pollen.”
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The Bee Story
Today we visited Mr. John Mussington’s beehives in his back yard. First we
looked at the bees’ nests and we noticed that most are not really ﬁlled with
honey. Mr. Mussington said that there is a twist in the weather and in the last
two years the bees are not producing honey as they are expected.
We learned that the bees are very smart and friendly at most of the time.
He said, and I quote, the bees like to test things and see what they are.
Because the bees are not getting enough pollen, they are not making
enough honey to feed themselves, so they may die. In Barbuda the rain
also falls for six months and weather is very dry for six more months.
The queen bee is very smart and she is like the owner of all the bees. The
queen sends out some of the bees to look for a good place to nest and to
look for pollen. Almost all of the bees go out in the morning and look for
pollen to make honey. If they are not successful they starve or could even
attack another hive.

© Joshua Beazer

One other thing I realized is that the honey Mr. Mussington has is very
different from the kind that you’d buy in the store. The honey is very good
and it’s my ﬁrst time just eating it straight from a bee hive. I’m telling you
it’s nature’s candy and it has a taste that I never tasted before. It’s just
wonderful and I think that we should buy honey from locals rather than buy
it from the store.
— Joshua Beazer

“…we have some unwelcomed guts.”
© Christine Germano

© Veron Deazle

© Christine Germano

Fire Ant Invasion
What changes may Barbuda face with climatic change, you may
ask? Well, we have some unwelcome guests. They are small, red,
and bite very hard. Can you ﬁgure it out? They are ﬁre ants!
Hurricane Luis hit Barbuda in 1995 and brought these pests to the
island. They surfed in with the hurricane on logs and debris. Often
you’re walking in your own backyard and you have to run back in
as quickly as possible because the ants have taken over. It starts
with tickles and ends off with a terrible sting! The ants built their nests
outside but then started coming into our homes. You can’t even
leave a piece of bread on the table because they will eat it all.

I know God said don’t kill the animals, but there are some things that
have to be done!
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Ever heard a saying, “an ant is stronger than a giant”? The ants are
looking for warm places and have adapted to our habitat and have
multiplied quickly. I feel like using pesticide but it’s better to use
cornmeal and it’s environmentally friendly. Put cornmeal around the
nest. What happens is the ants take the cornmeal into the nest they
try to eat it, but since it’s too hard they choke and die. It may take a
couple of days but it’s safe, especially around children, and it works!

— Kahanic Shillingford
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