
“Glaciers grow and shrink …”
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Auyuittuq - The Land that Never Melts is Melting

The Inuktitut word Auyuittuq means “the land that never melts.” In the past, 
the glaciers in the park melted at an average of one metre per year. This 
has been increasing and in the last year, they melted eight metres. Glaciers 
grow and shrink in response to changing climate. This is particularly true in 
our community of Pangnirtung. 

During the summer of 2008, a suspension bridge over the Weasel River in 
Auyuittuq National Park was washed away due to a flash flood caused by 
the high temperatures, rain and lots of snow. The conditions were so bad 
that tourists had to be rescued from the park by helicopter. Melting glaciers 
will mean higher sea levels in all parts of the world, which is already happen-
ing in our northern communities. Climate change is a growing concern for 
Elders, youth, and all people living in the North. We need to ensure that our 
world leaders take action right now before it’s too late, as we are already 
seeing changes to the land and to our Inuit way of life.

— Jenna Kilabuk

xsJw5g6 - xsJw5g6 xso6g6

wk5tg5 xsJw5g6 u{yo xsMs6ym8q5g, sx5txD xsJw5gw5 
xs2X9oxc5bMs6g5 ß5©tfº4 xbsyx3lA x3ÇAbµ6, bm8N W?9oxymJ6 
x3Çi xsMs6g * ß5©tfº5 ß5©tQlQ. xsJw5g5 xq9o?9ox Å†5 x7ml 
ka2X9ox9lt yM xy0pX9oxiz mo5gA. bm8N hoJ6 kN5t8i X8i6©u. 
xs/4f5 @))*-u, wÃDtC Å†6 e8axi xsJw5g3u n=?sMs6g ƒov9M5gxl7m 
s6ƒlx3izk, yMl8izk, x7ml xStclx3izk5. Ws8qlx3izk5 Wh5†5 
xw/sQxcJJ5 d Å†Åo7j5. xsJw5g5 xs2X9oxt9lQ wm wto6X9ox7uJ6 
yM3Jxoµu, bwmw2Xoxo‰6g kNo8i. yMs2 xy0pX9oxiz w8N3k5 
whµlQ/6, w Å†h5gk, x7ml wk8k srs6b6gusbk. yKo6tK5 µ8N 
W?9oxQxco6g5 ra?Ms8qi5t8i, xy0pX9oxJi bfc5boC5b kN5t8i 
x7ml wkw5 W6fyq8i. xsJw5gw5 W?9oxgw8Nah5g x7ml kNo8i 
xy¹?9oxlt.

— pxN eM=?6

Portraits of Rilience is part of the Many Strong Voic Programme. It illustrat in a personal way at climate change means to young people in the Arctic and helps communiti create their own visual archive of the chang they are experiencing. More @ www.manystrongvoic.org
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