
“…if there is no ice we cannot fish.”
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Commercial Fishing

This summer me and my step-dad went commercial fishing. We needed 
at least 1175 pounds [530 Kg] of Arctic char. We had to stay another day 
because some of the fish were pink. We had to throw the pink ones back 
and keep the reddish ones. The reason why some of the fish are turning 
pink is because their diet is changing. Fisheries ship them down south but 
white people don’t like pink fish meat. We had to go Avituajuk because 
of this and that’s much farther down than we usually go.

In the winter we ice fish for halibut in Cumberland Sound in a place 
called 3-13. In 1983, Greenlandic people came to our community to 
teach us how to fish for halibut. They taught us the old way of ice fishing 
using a long line with many, many hooks. Each hook is baited with squid 
and this is the most environmental way to fish for halibut. But if there’s no 
ice we cannot fish. And the past four years the ice has not been thick 
enough but this year area 3-13 froze on Nov. 5th. This story was told to 
me by Joopa Sowdluapik, who worked in fish plants for many years.

— Tyler Kilabuk
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wclZh5g5 isFst{ni

xs/6 xat{nCl wclwDt{ni wcoxMsC8k. wclA8NMs6gA !!&%-Xs8i. s9lu 
xbsy3u xs9M6ym4v8iExcMs6gA wMq5 wclw5 xsXDJ5©Ms3zb. wQQxcMs6bK 
xsXDJ5g x7ml xsX6g5 WymlQ. wMq5 wclw5 xsXDJ5©o6g iE?5bq5 
xyD6X9oxizk. wcloEF7u xs9M6tbs?5g c9lˆk5 ryxi c9lˆ5 xsXDJ5gi 
Ws{nq7mb ieq8i. x=Fgx3J7j5 xs9MMs6gA sX Å†5t8i szy8in9lxv9M. 

srs4f5 wclZh2X5gA Nº3Ni5 GcoCø5H wv3Cu ˆnstz #-!#. !(*#-at9lA 
xfr5g3usb6 wo8ixt5tQx6gMs6ymJ6 ck6 Nº3NZh Å†a7m½b wo8ixt5tMs6g5 
sx5txD ck6 WZh2Xi3m½b iqbZc6gt brJu5 i{yq xuh9lt. i{yoµq5 
NExc6gt bm8N x5bNq Å†a9li wclZh9li Nº3Ni. ryxi yfcD8•D5b 
wclZhA8Nq5gA. x3ÇAi tnmi yf w0Jq8i{nsc5b6g bµi x3ÇAu ˆnsto #-!# 
yfJJ6  Å†F=? 
%-u. ÔX ns9lxWs2 si4Ã3FQJZz, wcloEcbsymJ6 x3ÇAi xuhi.  

— bwl eM=?6

Portraits of Rilience is part of the Many Strong Voic Programme. It illustrat in a personal way at climate change means to young people in the Arctic and helps communiti create their own visual archive of the chang they are experiencing. More @ www.manystrongvoic.org
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